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Web Site: http://ptslug.org

August 2009

August PT Slug Meeting

The SLUG monthly general meeting will be held Thursday August 13th, 7:00 pm at the Tri-Area Community 
Center (across from the Chimacum Schools), Port Hadlock. Meetings are free and open to the public. For more 
information call Michael McKee at 385-3631.

Dave Brader of MacAid will give a presentation on the new iPhone 3GS that Apple announced in June. He will 
show of the new features and speak about iPhone (and iPod Touch) applications. 

Bring your questions about any aspect of using your Mac. The groupôs lending library books will be available.

Adobe Photoshop Lightroom 2ðIntroduction 2009-1
ð by David Gluckman

This is my þrst column of what I expect to be a series in our PT Photo Club and MACSLUG Newsletters that 
will discuss Adobe Photoshop Lightroom 2 (LR) in all of its ramiþcations.  Todayõs column will generally 
describe what the program does, where it came from and who would beneþt most from its use. Future columns 
will start off at ground zero and deal with various useful functions with greater speciþcity. Iõll also try to 
include readerõs suggestions and answers to any questions I receive, so feel free to call (379-0360) or email me 
(cgluckman@aol.com) with both.  You should also þnd in this issue of the newsletter a companion column by 
Stephen Cunliffe discussing similar information about Appleõs Aperture, LRõs main competitor. Anyone using a 
different program is also encouraged to submit information as well. 

In my columns, Iõll write about the good and bad of LR with no reference to Aperture because I donõt know much 
about it. A friend got me started with Lightroom 1 two or three years ago and Iõve been satisþed enough not to 
contemplate moving over. I make no judgments about which program is better. Iõll leave it to Stephen to inform 
you of what similarities and differences he thinks are important. This may or may not lead to a dialogue between 
us, as could your questions. 

What is LR? The simple answer is that itõs a computer program developed by Adobe speciþcally for professional 
and serious amateur photographers to manage, develop, print, show and web distribute their images.  It combines 
much of Adobeõs Bridge and Camera Raw programs with a number of Photoshop functions so you need to go 
only one place on your computer to download images from your camera, make them look the way your eye saw 
them when you took them and organize them in ways that will allow you to þnd individual images or groups of 
photos when you want them. It also sets up numerous ways to print them, display them in a slide show or post 
them to the web.
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Who should buy LR? Anyone who takes more than a few photos a week, sells or uses digital images in various 
presentations, enters them in contests, or does more with them than distribute to the family to show what you did 
on your summer vacation. If you shoot in RAW, chances are pretty good you should use LR. Once you learn LR, 
the image management software that came with your computer will feel totally inadequate and clunky. 

The greatest downside to LR is the cost. At around $300, itõs not for the faint of budget. However, if you or 
someone close to you is a student or teacher, the price for the Education Edition goes down to $99. Someone 
suggested you could take the cheapest course at Peninsula Community College, if no one in the family is presently 
in school, and you can probably save half the total price for the program. There is no difference between the 
Education Edition and the more expensive version that I know of. However, when it comes time to upgrade to a 
new version, youõll have to submit a valid education ID card again. You can try the program for free for 30 days 
by downloading it off of Adobeõs site.  If you decide it works for you give Adobe your credit card number and the 
original downloaded program becomes usable with all your practice images intact. 

LR is not a difþcult program to learn but is complex enough that reading a book or taking an online course can 
be very helpful.  LR provides many different ways to develop a workÿow, and until you settle on the way that 
suits you, can feel a bit overwhelming.  It cannot be learned casually. Iõve used it practically every day for the last 
few years and am still discovering new ways to do things and shortcuts that I ignored when they didnõt seem to 
þt. Iõm sure that by the time Iõve learned it all, a new version will be released and the learning curve will start all 
over again.  

My next column will be about developing a workÿow system in the Library module, or how to get your images 
out of your camera into LR with minimum effort and maximum organization. Dream on. 

Apple Aperture 2
ð an introduction by Stephen Cunliffe

In this same newsletter David Gluckman has written the þrst in a series of articles about Adobe Lightroom, and I 
will be contributing a parallel series about Apple Aperture.  Both are ôsoup-to-nutsõ programs for relatively serious 
photographers to use in importing, organizing, editing and exporting their images. Both are much more intuitive 
than Photoshop, but still require some systematic learning.  Both stop short of the ôsurgicalõ adjustments that can 
only be made in Photoshop.

Assuming you already own a Mac, to þnd yourself using Aperture requires two decisions and $199.  I can perhaps 
help you with the decisions but not with the cash.

Decision #1.  Do I need to upgrade from iPhoto?  If you are already asking yourself this question, the answer 
is probably yes.  Aperture is often referred to as òiPhoto on steroids.ó  For each of the three main functions 
of iPhoto: importing and organizing, editing and image enhancement, and exporting, Aperture has greatly 
expanded functionality and sophistication.  This is particularly true in the area of editing and image enhancement.  
Meanwhile Aperture retains iPhotoõs nice integration into the Apple suite of applications, particularly Mail and 
iWeb.  So if you are getting serious about photography, and want to do more than quickly store and tweak your 
photos, you should upgrade from iPhoto.

Decision #2.  Do I upgrade to Aperture or Adobe Lightroom?  There is probably no permanently correct 
answer to this question.  In 2005 Apple surprised Adobe by launching Aperture, with its (almost) innovative 
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concept of non-destructive editing. Prior to this, photo-editing with Photoshop made permanent changes to your 
þle.  Images had to be duplicated for the original to be preserved. Non-destructive editing stores the change 
commands separately, and applies them to the original image þle which itself is never changed.  Adobe responded 
with its own version of the same concept by introducing Lightroom, and the two programs have been competing 
and improving since then.  At this point in time Lightroom has leap-frogged Aperture in the area of image 
enhancement, as it now has the ability to edit and enhance just a part of the total image.  Aperture adjustments 
are still global, and affect the entire image, although ôplug-insõ are available for local adjustment. My personal 
assumption is that Aperture will include local adjustment in its next major upgrade, and so the game of catch-up 
and leap-frog will continue, to the beneþt of those of us who use the programs.

My next article will deal with the front-end of the program, getting the images our of your camera and into 
something a little better organized than the old shoe-box where we all used to store our prints. If you have 
questions about this article, or suggestions for points to be covered in the future, feel free to contact me at 
sjaycee@mac.com.  If you want to take a more direct look at Aperture, you can dowload a full version for a 
30 day free trial.

Adding an event to iCal from Mail in OS X.5 (Leopard)

Hereõs the message in Mail

Here_s_the_message_in_Mail.jpg

Move the cursor until it hovers over the date

Notice that when the mouse cursor moves over the date and time a dashed gray outline appears around the listing 
and a small triangle within a box shows up at the right of the date.

Click on the small triangle

An option box pops up. Just click on the New iCal Event option to automagically send the event to iCal.

An iCal dialog box appears that completes the transfer
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