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The Monthly Newsletter of the Port Townsend Seriously Laid Back User Group.
PT SLUG is a computer user group focusing on Macintosh computers and software.

Web Site: http://ptslug.org

July 2009

July PT Slug Meeting

The SLUG monthly general meeting will be held Thursday July 9th, 7:00 pm at the Tri-Area Community 
Center (across from the Chimacum Schools), Port Hadlock. Meetings are free and open to the public. For more 
information call Michael McKee at 385-3631. 

Bring your questions about any aspect of using your Mac. The groupôs lending library books will be available.

PT SLUG July Meeting will be about Easy Websites with Wordpress

Getting online is easier than ever with the Open Source program, Wordpress, a combination blog/content 
management system. Thereõs no longer any need to learn HTML or Dreamweaver. Getting a site up quickly and 
inexpensively is now simple and inexpensive, even free for some uses. Michael McKee will offer an introduction 
to Wordpress, demonstrating its ease of use and simplicity.

Snow Leopard
ð submitted by Bob Snow

Apple says Snow Leopard is coming in September with every new Mac and that the upgrade from OS X leopard 
will be $29. They also say that if you bought a new Mac with Leopard you can upgrade for $9.95. It is looking 
like the price will be $29 for those of us using 10.5.

In addition here is a link to an article in Tuaw, The Unofþcial Apple Weblog: http://www.tuaw.com/2009/06/08/
apple-to-release-29-10-6-snow-leopard-upgrade-in-september/

ñApple to release $29 10.6 Snow Leopard Upgrade in Septemberò

TUAW (www.tuaw.com)
ð by Erica Sadum on June 8th 2009

Today, Apple announced a ship date and upgrade pricing for Mac OS X 10.6 Snow Leopard. 10.6 will debut 
this September as an upgrade for Mac OS X Leopard users for just $29. òWeõve built on the success of Leopard 
and created an even better experience for our users from installation to shutdown,ó said Bertrand Serlet, Appleõs 
senior vice president of Software Engineering in an Apple Press Release. òApple engineers have made hundreds 
of improvements so with Snow Leopard your system is going to feel faster, more responsive and even more 
reliable than before. ...continued on page 2
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Snow Leopard features include built-in Microsoft Exchange 2007 support along with a slicker install process, 
faster applications, and 64-bit versions of standard applications that boost overall performance. Apple brags that 
ò[u]sers will notice a more responsive Finder; Mail that loads messages 85 percent faster and conducts searches 
up to 90 percent faster; Time Machine with up to 50 percent faster initial backup; a Dock with Expose integration; 
a 64-bit version of Safari 4 that boosts the performance of the Nitro JavaScript engine by up to 50 percent and is 
resistant to crashes caused by plug-ins.ó

In addition to the $29 single user upgrade, a family pack upgrade will cost $49. Tiger users will pay $169 for a 
10.6/iLife box set or $229 for a family pack.

All users who purchased or will purchase a new qualifying Mac between 8 June 2009 and 26 December 2009 
will receive a free upgrade package and pay $9.95 for shipping and handling. You must request your up-to-date 
upgrade within 90 days of your original purchase.

Snow Leopard requires a minimum of 1GB RAM and runs on Intel-based Macintoshes. Full system requirements 
are hosted at Appleõs tech specs page.

Free to good home!!! (Who can turn down free?)

We are still trying to give away some new Epson printer cartridges. The following are available:

Three color cartridges pack for Epson C64, C66, C84, C86, CS 4600, CS6400, CS6600.

For the C82 only four color cartridges: cyan, magenta, yellow

These are from former members who have gotten newer printers.

Yes, they really are free! Contact Bob Snow at sherman101@mac.com

Sharing Digital Photos with Distant Friends and Family 
(...continued from last month)

ð submitted by Michael McKee

Send iPhoto photos in Mail

Choose the email application you want iPhoto to use

You can choose the email application that will open when you click the Email button in iPhoto. From the iPhoto 
menu, choose Preferences. From the òEmail photos usingó pop-up menu, choose the email application you want 
iPhoto to use.

Add photos you receive in email to your iPhoto library

With iPhoto, you can import an image you receive in your email. Drag the image from your email message to your 
Desktop, and then drag it into iPhoto. If youõre using Mac OS version 10.4, you can click the Slideshow button 
right from your message, and click Add to iPhoto on any photo you want.

Apple to release Snow Leopard...continued from page 1

...continued on page 3
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Steps

Send a photo in an email message

* Make sure your computer is connected to the Internet.

* Select the photo you want to include in your email message. (Make sure that you are NOT in edit mode). If 
you want to send more than one photo, hold down the Command (Apple) key while you click on each photo.

* Click the Email button in the toolbar. By default, iPhoto will chose Appleõs Mail program. You can change 
that to Eudora or Entourage in iPhoto Preferences. 

* In the Mail Photo window that appears, choose a size from the Size pop-up menu. Smaller photos are faster 
to send and download (the estimated size of the þle will be shown in the window).

* Click the Titles and Comments checkboxes if you want to include this information with the photo youõre 
sending.

* Click the Compose button. A new email message opens, ready for you to address and type your text in. 
Your photo appears in the body of the message, or as an attachment, depending on the email program youõre 
using.

After youõve prepared your message, send it, and your photos are on their way.

Now is the Time to Upgrade your RAM
ð submitted by Michael McKee

With the current economic downturn computer sales have slowed. The good new for us is that for many 
computer parts, prices are low. I just checked on how much it would cost me to upgrade my white MacBook to 4 
gigabytes of RAM. I know from having upgrading my iMac that the more RAM in a computer the faster it runs. 
This is especially true when managing large þles like RAW images from digital cameras, audio þles or video 
recordings. 

After looking at the price, which was less than $60, including shipping I made the order. My preferred provider 
for RAM and hard drives is Other World Computing, (www.macsales.com), though any of the normal suspects 
like www.ramjet.com or www.crucial.com are also good choices. Prices on RAM are a bit volatile, so itõs a good 
idea the check around before you buy.

Installation took about 5 minutes and is straightforward on that model MacBook. The only special tool required 
is a small Phillips screwdriver. Apple recommends a size 0. I have size 00, which works þne. That cost me less 
than $4 from Henery Hardware. That size also works to tighten the screws on my eyeglasses.  Most newer Macs 
provide easy and quick access for do-it-yourself upgrades. A quick Google search provided numerous instruction 
sites that will provide speciþc instructions for speciþc models. I downloaded PDFs from the Apple website and 
printed them out. Thatõs important as you need to unplug your computer to perform the upgrade.

Apple implies strongly on its website that you need to pay Appleõs exorbitant price for RAM. Iõve upgraded 
several Macs with third party RAM from the sites listed above with no problems. Do keep the old RAM around in 
case you ever need to send your Mac to Apple for repair. There are stories of Apple discarding third party RAM 

Sharing Digital Photos...continued from page 2

...continued on page 4
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during service, claiming that itõs not up to spec. There is no technical reason for this, as Apple buys RAM from 
the lowest bidder the same way that third party RAM providers do. Purchase from a reputable provider and you 
will be þne.

When I had to send a G5 iMac in for service, I took out the upgraded RAM and put the original chips back in the 
computer. The Apple Store (University Village in Seattle) þxed the power supply with not problem. With the Mac 
þxed, I switched out the RAM and had my fast Mac back.

One note: The newer your Mac the less expensive it will be to upgrade your RAM. Apple uses industry standard 
components and that means those currently sold to all manufacturers. Power PC RAM is now a specialty market 
and that means that we need to pay higher prices for it. Still, for almost any Mac, except for current MacBook Pros 
or Mac Pros, an upgrade in RAM will provide noticeable improvements in computing speed.

Digging into Dictionary
 ð submitted by Michael McKee

Mac OS X is equipped with a dictionary application 
that does pretty much what youõd expect, and a few 
things you might not. Hereõs how you can get the 
most out of Dictionary.

Most people use a dictionary to look up a wordõs 
deþnition. Doing so in Dictionary is pretty 
straightforward: Just launch the app, type your 
target term into the search þeld and hit return. 
Thatõs all well and good, but not very interesting.

Hereõs what is. Click any word in the deþnition to 
þnd the meaning of that word. Do this just once, 
and an orange òSnap Backó icon appears in the 
search þeld. When clicked, it brings you back to 
your original search term. 

Hereõs another cool trick. Letõs say you looked up òSurname.ó Dictionary displays it broken up by syllable: 
òsuro.name.ó If you highlight and copy it, it will paste as it should be written: òsurname.ó

But wait, thereõs more! Highlight or position the cursor over a word in any Cocoa application (Safari, for 
example) and hit Control-Command-D. A small window appears that displays that wordõs deþnition and thesaurus 
alternative(s). If the term in question is the name of an Apple product, youõll see that productõs ofþcial description 
from Apple. Clicking òMoreó at the bottom of this tiny window launches Dictionary.

Letõs say you typically misspell a word that you have to type often. It isnõt in the dictionary. Uncommon names 
or ones with unusual spellings are good candidates. Simply right- or Control-click that word and select òLearn 
Spellingó to add it to Dictionary.

Dictionary is also more than a collection of deþnitions. You can quickly switch between a thesaurus, ofþcial 
descriptions of Apple products and Wikipedia. Additionally, select òFont/Back Matteró from the Go menu to 
access a slew of great information, like: ...continued on page 5
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