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The Monthly Newsletter of the Port Townsend Seriously Laid Back User Group.
PT SLUG is a computer user group focusing on Macintosh computers and software.

Web Site: http://ptslug.org

May 2009

May PT Slug Meeting

The SLUG monthly general meeting will be held Thursday May 14th, 7:00 pm at the Tri-Area Community 
Center (across from the Chimacum Schools), Port Hadlock. Meetings are free and open to the public. For more 
information call Michael McKee at 385-3631. 

Bring your questions about any aspect of using your Mac. The group’s lending library books will be available.

May SLUG General Meeting - Diagnosing Your Mac

Consultant Kurt VanderSluise of PT Tech Help and (possibly) Robert Donaldson, an Apple-certified tec, will offer 
a presentation on how to diagnose your Mac. They’ll focus on the various tools provided by Apple (Disk Utility, 
Activity Monitor, etc.), but also talk about some 3rd party tools.

iPhoto Discovers Face in Delicious Chocolate Chip Cookie Dough
ð submitted by Michael McKee

Yes, iPhoto 09’s face detection does work.
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PTSLUG Workshop (SIG) on Google- 
The Basics and Tips and Tools for Smarter Searching

Friday, May 15th at 7 P.M. WSU Computer Lab, Shold Business Park, Port Hadlock

The topic of the May Mac Programs SIG will be “An introduction to Google - The Basics and Tips and 
Tools for Smarter Searching.” The workshop will cover the basics of Google web searches, wild cards, syntax, 
advanced searching, language tools and setting preferences. In addition to web text searches, we will cover 
searching for images, maps, news, video and more. The workshop will also briefly cover some alternatives to 
Google. Hands-on work with Google is planned. Presenter is Bob Snow.

Before the workshop the handout will be posted on the PTSLUG website for downloading and printing. 
Participants should bring it with them.

Reservations are required for this class. RSVP to Francesca Drum: fdrum@olympus.net. Please specify: 
1- Your full name, 
2-  Whether you want a computer or laptop position, and 
3- Please indicate if you are willing to share a computer. Couples/friends are encouraged to share a 
computer when space is limited.

The computer Lab has 9 desktop computers and 4 laptop spaces. After those positions are filled, a waiting list 
will be started in case a vacancy occur. Paid-up members will be given first priority, then members of the public. 
If after receiving a confirmation, you are unable attend please let Francesca know as soon as possible so we can 
offer your space to someone else. Those who need to cancel and do not let us know 24 hours in advance will lose 
their priority in future workshops.

If you plan to bring your own laptop and want to use its power transformer you will need to bring your own 
extension cord.

As always, this workshop is free.

Tech Tips for the Basic Computer User
ð by David Pogue

submitted by Michael McKee

Last week, I wrote an entry on my blog that began like this:

“One of these days, I’m going to write a book called, ‘The Basics.’ It’s going to be a compendium of the essential 
tech bits that you just assume everyone knows—but you’re wrong.

(I’ll never forget watching a book editor at a publishing house painstakingly drag across a word in a word 
processor to select it. After 10 minutes of this, I couldn’t stand it. ‘Why don’t you just double-click the word?’ 
She had no clue you could do that!)”

Many readers chimed in with other “basics” that they assumed every computer user knew—but soon discovered 
that what’s common knowledge isn’t the same as universal knowledge.

...continued on page 3
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I’m sure the basics could fill a book, but here are a few to get you started. All of these are things that certain 
friends, family or coworkers, over the years, did *not* know. Clip, save and pass along to—well, you know who 
they are.

* You can double-click a word to highlight it in any document, e-mail or Web page.

* When you get an e-mail message from eBay or your bank, claiming that you have an account problem or a 
question from a buyer, it’s probably a “phishing scam” intended to trick you into typing your password. Don’t click 
the link in the message. If in doubt, go into your browser and type “www.ebay.com” (or whatever) manually.

* Nobody, but nobody, is going to give you half of $80 million to help them liberate the funds of a deceased 
millionaire—from Nigeria or anywhere else.

* You can hide all windows, revealing only what’s on the computer desktop, with one keystroke: Windows key+D 
in Windows, F11 on Macs (or, on recent Mac laptops, Command+F3; Command is the key with the cloverleaf 
logo). That’s great when you want to examine or delete something you’ve just downloaded to the desktop, for 
example. Press the keystroke again to return to what you were doing.

* You can enlarge the text on any Web page. In Windows, press Ctrl and the plus or minus keys (for bigger or 
smaller fonts); on the Mac, it’s the Command key and plus or minus.

* You can also enlarge the entire Web page or document by pressing the Control key as you turn the wheel on top 
of your mouse. On the Mac, this enlarges the entire screen image.

* The number of megapixels does not determine a camera’s picture quality; that’s a marketing myth. The sensor 
size is far more important. (Use Google to find it. For example, search for “sensor size Nikon D90.”)

* On most cellphones, press the Send key to open up a list of recent calls. Instead of manually dialing, you can 
return a call by highlighting one of these calls and pressing Send again.

* When someone sends you some shocking e-mail and suggests that you pass it on, don’t. At least not until you’ve 
first confirmed its truth at snopes.com, the Internet’s authority on e-mailed myths. This includes get-rich schemes, 
Microsoft/AOL cash giveaways, and—especially lately—nutty scare-tactic messages about our President.

* You can tap the Space bar to scroll down on a Web page one screenful. Add the Shift key to scroll back up.

* When you’re filling in the boxes on a Web page (like City, State, Zip), you can press the Tab key to jump from 
box to box, rather than clicking. Add the Shift key to jump through the boxes backwards.

* You can adjust the size and position of any window on your computer. Drag the top strip to move it; drag the 
lower-right corner (Mac) or any edge (Windows) to resize it.

* Forcing the camera’s flash to go off prevents silhouetted, too-dark faces when you’re outdoors.

* When you’re searching for something on the Web using, say, Google, put quotes around phrases that must 
be searched together. For example, if you put quotes around “electric curtains,” Google won’t waste your time 
finding one set of Web pages containing the word “electric” and another set containing the word “curtains.”

* You can use Google to do math for you. Just type the equation, like 23*7+15/3=, and hit Enter.

Tech Tips for the Basic Mac User...continued from page 2

...continued on page 4
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* Oh, yeah: on the computer, * means “times” and / means “divided by.”

* If you can’t find some obvious command, like Delete in a photo program, try clicking using the right-side mouse 
button. (On the Mac, you can Control-click instead.)

* Google is also a units-of-measurement and currency converter. Type “teaspoons in 1.3 gallons,” for example, or 
“euros in 17 dollars.” Click Search to see the answer.

* You can open the Start menu by tapping the key with the Windows logo on it.

* You can switch from one open program to the next by pressing Alt+Tab (Windows) or Command-Tab (Mac).

* You generally can’t send someone more than a couple of full-size digital photos as an e-mail attachment; those 
files are too big, and they’ll bounce back to you. (Instead, use iPhone or Picasa—photo-organizing programs that 
can automatically scale down photos in the process of e-mailing them.)

* Whatever technology you buy today will be obsolete soon, but you can avoid heartache by learning the cycles. 
New iPods come out every September. New digital cameras come out in February and October.

* Just putting something into the Trash or the Recycle Bin doesn’t actually delete it. You then have to *empty* 
the Trash or Recycle Bin. (Once a year, I hear about somebody whose hard drive is full, despite having practically 
no files. It’s because over the years, they’ve put 79 gigabytes’ worth of stuff in the Recycle Bin and never emptied 
it.)

* You don’t have to type “http://www” into your Web browser. Just type the remainder: “nytimes.com” or 
“dilbert.com,” for example. (In the Safari browser, you can even leave off the “.com” part.)

* On the iPhone, hit the Space bar twice at the end of a sentence. You get a period, a space, and a capitalized letter 
at the beginning of the next word.

* Come up with an automated backup system for your computer. There’s no misery quite like the sick feeling of 
having lost chunks of your life because you didn’t have a safety copy.

What are your favorite basics-that-you-thought-everyone-knew? Let us know in the comments for this column at 
nytimes.com/pogue!

CNet and MacWorld have reviewed iLife ‘09
ð submitted by Bob Snow

If you are considering buying the newest version of iLife ‘09 or upgrading from an earlier version you might want 
to look at the CNET MacWorld reviews of the recent release. 

CNet gives the product a rating of 4 out of 5 stars. Their summary is-

The good:

Apple iLife ‘09 sees several improvements over iLife ‘08: iPhoto now has face recognition, geotagging, and 
social network integration; iMovie regains a few advanced tools; and music lessons come to GarageBand.

...continued on page 5

Tech Tips for the Basic Mac User...continued from page 3
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The bad:

iPhoto’s face detection isn’t perfect and the social network integration needs some work; iMovie’s great for simple editing, but advanced 
users might find it lacking.

The bottom line:

Apple iLife ‘09 is a great application suite for simple media organizing and editing, and the addition of features like face recognition, 
geotagging, and music lessons makes it worth the update.

Specifications:

 Minimun Operating system: Apple MacOS X 10.5.6 or later ; Minimum processor: Intel PowerPC G4 , PowerPC G5 (867MHz or 
faster) - 867 MHz , Intel Power Mac G5 (dual 2.0GHz or faster) , iMac G5 (1.9GHz or faster)

Price range: $75.00 (Amazon)  - $79.99 (Apple but includes free shipping) 

You can see a full review at http://reviews.cnet.com/music-and-video/ilife-09/4505-3668_7-33485022.html?tag=rnav

MacWorld rates the program four out of five “mice”.

Their review focuses on Faces and Places, the new photo organizing features, saying they make it easier to categorize your photos. They 
said Facebook and Flickr integration for sharing photos is a solid component and that there are some subtle but good editing enhancements. 
The cons  are that Faces and Places could be easier to use, there are no Effects improvements, no AppleScript or Automator support for 
Faces or Places and there are minor bugs. The review does not focus on the enhancements in iMovie or Garage Band.

You can see the full review at http://www.macworld.com/article/138598/2009/02/iphoto09.html?lsrc=top_1

The May Mac Digital Media Workshop (SIG) will be on “Editing photos in iPhoto.” The free workshop will be on Friday, May 
22nd, 7 P.M. in the WSU Computer Lab, Shold Business Park, Port Hadlock, off Rhody Drive.  Presenter is Bob Snow.

Before the workshop the handout will be posted on the PTSLUG website for downloading and printing. Participants should bring it with 
them. Reservations are required.Those on the PTSLUG mailing list will receive an announcement later this month with information on 
how to sign up.

iPhoto cannot do what a photo editing program such as Photoshop Elements can do, but for many photos, will will do a good job of basic 
photo editing. Some of the tools to be covered include:

Crop: Lets you crop, or trim, the photo to the dimensions you prefer.

Straighten: Allows you to rotate the photo up to 10 degrees in either direction.

Enhance: Instantly brightens the photo or adjusts its contrast levels based on preset criteria.

Red-Eye: Fixes red-eye (when a person’s eyes look red in the photo).

Retouch: Removes blemishes by blending them into the background.
Effects: Allows you to choose from a range of different effects, including turning your color photo into black and white or giving it a 
sepia tone.
Adjust: Provides tools for advanced editing, such as exposure and contrast, highlights and shadows, color saturation, temperature, or 
tint, sharpness, noise reduction, and color balance. One of the tools for making photos look better is the histogram, which participants 
will work with.
Size slider: Lets you zoom in or out of your photo. Zooming in makes it easier to edit a specific area of the photo; zooming out allows 
you to see changes you’re making to the entire image. There are several versions of iPhoto in use. In this workshop the main focus will 
be on the tools used in iPhoto ‘08.

iLife ó09 Review...continued from page 4
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SIG Meetings
Macintosh Programs (formerly AppleWorks)

The Mac Programs workshops (SIGs) normally take place on the third Friday of each month at 7 p.m. in the WSU 
computer lab. The next meeting will be May 15th. For questions or suggestions for future meetings call:

Fran Drum: 379-3346 Email: fdrum@cablespeed.com
Bob Snow: 437-0592 Email: sherman101@mac.com

Digital Media (formerly Photoshop Elements)

The Mac Digital Media workshops (SIGs) normally take place on the fourth Friday of each month at 7 p.m. in the 
WSU computer lab. The next meeting will be May 22nd. For questions or suggestions call:

Joy Bland: 732-4914 Email: joysdg1945@me.com
Bob Snow: 437-0592 Email: sherman101@mac.com

Both these meetings will be limited to 12 participants due to computer space. Club members fill the first 
spots and then it is open to the general public. If you would like to join the Macintosh Users Group, please 
contact Bob Snow. When the email comes out about the meetings, call Fran Drum for reservations for the 
Macintosh Programs SIG and Joy Bland for the Digital Media SIG (email and phone listed above.) 

Officers, Directors & Committees

President  Michael McKee, 385-3631
    mactheweb@gmail.com
Vice President  Gary Estes, 732-4523
     studio106e@mac.com
Secretary   Joy Bland, 732-4914
    joysdg1945@me.com
Treasurer  Bob Snow, 437-0592
     sherman101@mac.com
Librarian   Benny Holzhausen, 379-4732
    bjholz@cablespeed.com
Program Chair/ OPEN
 Director   
Member Services/ Bob Snow, 437-0592
 Director   sherman101@mac.com
Newsletter Chair/ Joy Bland, 732-4914
    joysdg1945@me.com
Website Chair/ Michael McKee, 385-3631
 Director   mactheweb@gmail.com
Director  Marilyn Muller, 379-9553
    mmuller@cablespeed.com
Director  Pat Bomar, 379-9262
    frog@olympus.net
Director  Dan Pinneo, 732-4914
      dfarmboy2003@yahoo.com

Need Help?

The following folks are available to help their 
fellow members: 
Bob Snow - iPhoto, Keynote, AppleWorks, 
Quicken/Quick Books, Systems Problems OS9 
and OSX
 phone - 437-0592
 email - sherman101@mac.com
Joy Bland - Photoshop/Elements, Microsoft 
Word, InDesign, Illustrator, Digital Photography
 phone - 732-4914
 email - joysdg1945@me.com
Michael McKee - Web Design, Photoshop, OSX
 phone - 385-3631
 email - mactheweb@gmail.com
Dan Pinneo - iMovie
 phone - 732-4914
 email - dfarmboy2003@yahoo.com

Newsletter Notice

Slug Tracks is an independent publication 
and has not been authorized, sponsored or 
otherwise approved by Apple Computer, Inc.


